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Aims
The IEC ‘Educating Muslim Pupils’ conference aims to address 
the needs of Muslim students and educationists in the broadest 
sphere. The conference organizers, AMS-UK, recognize that the 
means for effectively meeting the needs of all students is through 
effective partnerships and collaboration and; by building bridges 
of understanding between the Islamic faith education sector and 
mainstream education.

ASSOCIATION OF  
MUSLIM SCHOOLS

Established in 1992 the 
role of AMS is to advance 
the education of Muslim 
communities across the UK; 
the AMS vision is to provide 
high quality services and 
support for the development of 
excellence in Muslim schools; 
nurturing love of knowledge, 
continuous pursuit of taqwa 
(God consciousness) and Ihsan 
(excellence) in all spheres of 
life for learners and educators.

AMS acts as an umbrella 
body for registered Muslim 
schools in the UK, currently 
numbering more than one 
hundred and fifty, it is the 
officially recognised body by 
the Department for Education 
(DfE) representing the interests 
of Muslim schools in the UK.

Introduction
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Muslim, Young & British
There are nearly five hundred thousand full-time pupils of Islamic 
faith upbringing in the UK according to the most recent census data 
(2011). This number has grown steadily over the past three decades 
with a respective increase in the growth of schools of Muslim faith 
background meeting their needs.
 
The first Muslim school, Darul Uloom Al-Arabiya Al-Islamia, opened 
in 1979 in Bury, Lancashire. Since then there has been a steady 
increase in demand and growth of Muslim faith schools, with 
Islamia Primary School in London becoming the first such school 
to receive state funding in 1997. Despite their successes and the 
increase in Muslim faith schools they in themselves will not be able 
to meet the diverse range of needs of Muslim students nor do they 
have the scale (in numbers) to meet the student population need. 
Presently some five per cent of the current Muslim pupil population 
is educated within Muslim faith schools and with an increase in 
population anticipated there is greater need for an approach which 
meets the needs of all pupils and their communities, irrespective of 
faith disposition.
 
Positive engagement, critical reflection, greater cross-sector 
dialogue, effective training and, developing  better understanding 
of Muslim pupils’ needs within the mainstream education sector 
are just some of the means by which AMS proposes to address the 
challenges both State, maintained schools and Independent, Muslim-
faith schools face today.

The story so far…

The first 
Muslim 
faith school 
opened 
in Bury in 
1979
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Key Objectives
The conference aims to bring together educationists from across the 
global Muslim education community and mainstream British education 
to celebrate the decades of success enjoyed by Muslim schools, teachers 
and pupils in the UK.
 
The conference will bring together leading academics, practitioners, 
educationists, school leaders and policy makers to exchange and share 
their experiences and, discuss the practical challenges encountered by 
the entire community in the United Kingdom and beyond. 2014 is the 
first year AMS has held an international conference, the focus for this 
year being to build bridges of understanding across sectors focusing on 
education policy and practice.

The specific objectives are as follows:

 u  Critique challenges encountered by Muslim schools, pupils, parents 
and communities in their experiences of education in the UK 

 u  Explore, analyse and propose solutions to the difficulties and issues 
faced by Muslim pupils and their educators 

 u  Exchange ideas and research findings to improve and enhance the 
quality of Islamic Education 

 u  Provide a platform for forging collaboration opportunities and 
partnership working globally 

 u  Share expertise from across the global education spectrum 
including areas as diverse as curriculum development, school 
reform, educational resources and, pedagogy and practice

Conference goals
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Speakers & Attendees
The conference aims to bring together national and international 
speakers, educationists and leading practitioners from a diverse range 
of backgrounds. Attendees include policy-makers, senior leaders, 
trustees/proprietors, head-teachers, governors and teachers. Head-
teachers of academies and maintained schools will be invited by AMS 
and a special delegate package has been designed for AMS members.

Panel Discussion
A panel discussion will provide an opportunity to hear from various 
proponents esteemed in the Muslim education community to debate 
issues central to the challenges facing our communities today.

Exhibition
Exhibition space for an international consortium of suppliers, trades and 
resource providers will be secured to ensure that delegates benefit from 
a full, informed and resourceful opportunity.

Networking
The conference offers excellent networking opportunities for all those 
interested in raising the attainment of students, focussing on the 
Muslim faith communities. We welcome colleagues from across the 
education spectrum, policy makers working in relevant government, 
communities departments, lead professionals in Local Authorities and 
International educators and decision makers.

Conference outline



Location & Venue
In QEII, the IEC 2014 team has sought a high profile venue with easy 
transport links for an international and national audience. It is located 
in the very heart of Westminster, opposite the Houses of Parliament 
and Big Ben, The Queen Elizabeth II Conference Centre is ideally 
located to take advantage of everything London has to offer.

Sponsors
IEC 2014 is supported by our headline sponsor, the International 
Curricula Organization (ICO), one of the global leaders committed to 
developing excellent resources for the teaching of Arabic Language 
and Religious Studies focusing on the Islamic faith education sector.

IEC 2014 is also proud to have as key sponsors KSM Online, providers 
of the School Kompanion; cutting-edge school management software 
serving many UK Muslim Independent faith schools who use their 
system to help raise standards in their schools.

Sponsors & Venue
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AMS-UK
5th Floor Equipoint House

Coventry Road, Birmingham B25 8AD
www.islamiceducationconference.org
info@islamiceducationconference.org


