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Aims
The IEC ‘Educating Muslim Pupils’ conference aims to address
the needs of Muslim students and educationists in the broadest
sphere. The conference organizers, AMS-UK, recognize that the
means for effectively meeting the needs of all students is through
effective partnerships and collaboration and; by building bridges
of understanding between the Islamic faith education sector and
mainstream education.

The conference is directed at leaders within the education sector and 
will address the leadership challenges facing the Muslim faith school 
sector today whilst presenting opportunities to reflect upon the vision 
for the future, senior leaders, educationists and teachers are invited to 
participate in shaping this vision…

ASSOCIATION OF  
MUSLIM SCHOOLS

Established in 1992 the
role of AMS is to advance
the education of Muslim
communities across the UK;
the AMS vision is to provide
high quality services and
support for the development of
excellence in Muslim schools;
nurturing love of knowledge,
continuous pursuit of taqwa
(God consciousness) and Ihsan
(excellence) in all spheres of
life for learners and educators.
AMS acts as an umbrella
body for registered Muslim
schools in the UK, currently
numbering more than one
hundred and fifty, it is the
officially recognised body by
the Department for Education
(DfE) representing the interests
of Muslim schools in the UK.
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Key Objectives
The conference aims to bring together educationists from across the
global Muslim education community and mainstream British education
to celebrate the decades of success enjoyed by Muslim schools, teachers
and pupils in the UK.

The conference will bring together leading academics, practitioners,
educationists, school leaders and policy makers to exchange and share
their experiences and, discuss the practical challenges encountered by
the entire community in the United Kingdom and beyond. 

2014 is the first year AMS has held an international conference, the 
focus for this year being to build bridges of understanding across 
sectors and communities focusing on education policy and practice 
and, the implications on leadership and schools. Leaders from all 
sectors and phases are invited to participate in shaping the future for 
Muslim students, their schools and educators.

The specific objectives are as follows:

 u  Critique challenges encountered by Muslim schools, pupils, parents 
and communities in their experiences of education in the UK 

 u  Explore, analyse and propose solutions to the difficulties and issues 
faced by Muslim pupils and their educators 

 u  Exchange ideas and research findings to improve and enhance the 
quality of Islamic Education 

 u  Provide a platform for forging collaboration opportunities and 
partnership working globally 

 u  Share expertise from across the global education spectrum 
including areas as diverse as curriculum development, school 
reform, educational resources and, pedagogy and practice

Conference goals

participate 
in shaping 
the future 
for Muslim 
students
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Conference programme
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9:15am Registration & Coffee ‘Education Exhibition Marketplace’ open for delegates

10:00am Introduction & Quran Ashfaque Chowdhury
Chairman, Association of Muslim Schools (UK)

10:05am Welcome Address Lord Sheikh
Freeman of the City of London

10:15am Opening Address Rushanara Ali MP
Shadow Education Minister & Labour Member of Parliament for 
Bethnal Green and Bow

10:30am Keynote Speech Professor Salim T. Al-Hassani
Emeritus Professor, University of Manchester 

11:00am Panel Discussion PANELISTS
Mirza Yawar Baig
Leadership Coach

Mufti Hamid Patel
Principal, Tauheedul Islam High School for Girls 

Mona Mohamed
Headteacher, Manchester Islamic High School for Girls 

Paul Barber (tbc)
Director, Catholic Education Service 

12:30pm Sponsor’s Address Mohammad Yousef
Director, Islamic Curricula Organisation

12:40pm Lunch & Networking ‘Education Exhibition Marketplace’ open for delegates

1:30pm Dhur Salah Shaykh Abu Bakr Shatri
World renowned Qur’an reciter

2:00pm Seminar Options #1 Delegates invited to choose 1 of 5 options 
Seminar Programme overleaf

3:10pm Seminar Options #2 Delegates invited to choose 1 of 5 options 
Seminar Programme overleaf

4:30pm Closing Remarks & Dua Shaykh Ahmad Babikir
Director, Ulfa Aid



1A The Need for Visionary School Leadership
Edris Khamissa, International Consultant
Increasingly schools have become a community hub and a means for 
harnessing the potential, talent and aspirations of pupils, families and 
the wider community.  In a pluralistic society, what role can Muslim 
schools play to engender cohesion and socio-economic renewal? How 
can commonality of purpose be achieved among various partners to 
meet the objectives of education? How can Muslim schools equip their 
learners with the knowledge, skills and values to make a tangible impact 
on society? What lessons can be learned from institutions that engendered 
a renaissance across all aspects of learning, human development and 
coexistence? Visionary leadership is the key to all of this and this seminar 
will explore how leaders can engender the necessary change.

2A Independent School Regulations & Frameworks
Stephen Bishop, Independent Education and School 
Governance, Department for Education
The past 18 months has seen rapid developments in national frameworks 
and schooling which is impacting upon the work of both state schools and 
the independent sector. This seminar will address the agendas driving much 
of the change, the implications for school leaders and reflections on the 
drivers of DfE policy change with respect to the independent schools sector.

3A Opening Minds, Closing Achievement Gaps: 
Empowering Identity & Community Building 
Through Cooperative Learning
Jakob Werdelin, CEO, Werdelin Structural Cooperative 
Learning
The business-driven global drive towards Student-Centred Learning 
(SCL) presents Muslim learners and educators with unique challenges 
and opportunities. One of the most promising aspects of SCL has been 
structural Cooperative Learning, whose basis in social constructivism 
works especially well with multicultural students in relation to not only 
learning outcomes, but social skills and authentic identity formulation. 
On a wider scale, that of community building, this shift has the potential 
to empower students by making them responsible for their own learning, 
and per extension, their lives and identities, rolling back the current 
culture of disenfranchisement.  
   

4A Challenges for Muslim schools
Mirza Yawar Baig, International Coach
We live in a world characterized by volatility, ambiguity and complexity. 
Education must therefore be redefined to prepare the child to win in such 
a world. Traditional education has been limited to training in literacy, 
accumulation of some random information and testing based on random 
recall in a high stress environment. This system has failed and our society 
is living proof of how grandly we failed. Education must be focused on 
action, application of learning and making a difference to the world. The 
seminar is designed to look at how to do this

5A International Carousel Activity: Turkey & S. Africa 
Delegates will have an opportunity to hear from internationally renowned 
educationalist speakers from their respective countries, each country-led 
topic will be 30min duration (two countries/topics per seminar)
 

Seminar programme
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1B The Development of Islamic Spirituality 
Through Education 
Maurice Irfan Coles, CEO, CoED Foundation
This interactive session will discuss the nature and definition of spirituality 
from 3 standpoints: OfSTED, Coles’ own work & Islamic perspectives, 
to see if they are mutually compatible.  Participants will critique their 
understanding and practice within their own school context. Practical 
suggestions to enhance spiritual development will be outlined and 
discussed. Given that spiritual development is the least understood and 
implemented of the statutory duties on schools to promote the Spiritual, 
Moral , Social and Cultural (SMSC) Development  of students, the seminar 
will conclude will a number of recommendations for future action and 
research. (Participants are asked to bring their SMSC Policy)

2B So What is Islamic Education? 21st Century 
Perspectives
Mujadad Zaman PhD, University of Cambridge & Dr Karim 
Lahham, Senior Research Fellow, Tabah Foundation
The seminar introduces an important aspect of contemporary Islamic 
educational discourse, namely what is its significance to the daily life of 
the Muslim and how may it become a vehicle for spiritual, intellectual 
and pedagogic change for social good. Firstly, Dr Karim Lahham addresses 
the issue of how education is related to theology and cosmology within 
classical Islamic thought. Following this Mr Zaman suggests ways in 
which classical systems of Islamic education, encapsulated in the madrasa 
system, can offer contemporary education.

3B Where next for Islamic Curricula: A National 
Framework for Islamic Qualifications  

Mohammad Yousef, Director, ICO-UK
Islamic schools teach a variety of Islamic/Arabic curricula offering a range 
of syllabi. As the number of schools has grown and the pedagogy has 
become established within the schooling frameworks available both in 
the UK and internationally it has become evident that there is a need for 
a common framework if our students are to succeed in these specialist 
subjects. To this end ICO has embarked upon an ambitious review of 
qualifications frameworks relating to Islamic education. During this 
seminar ICO aim to highlight the challenges and opportunities available to 
educators and share their expertise, resources and work.

4B Delivering Excellence in Islamic Schools  

Someera Butt, Headteacher, Al-Noor Primary School
The higher goals of religion require a pursuit of excellence (Ihsan-Ar), 
rather than a mere avoidance of sin and temptation alone. This concept 
informs a sound approach to school improvement: aim for excellence for 
the pleasure of God, rather than ‘just good enough’. Like any complex 
organisation, schools contain variables, all need fine tuning, to create an 
operational resonant harmony that manifests in excellent outcomes for 
pupils.  A tradition of the Prophet Muhammad (SAW), states that ‘God is 
beautiful and loves beauty’, a harmonious school, in which all partners 
and variables work together is certainly beautiful and highly rewarding.  
This seminar will explore the work towards achieving excellence, Ihsan, in 
the context of Islamic schools.

5B International Carousel Activity: Malaysia & USA
Delegates will have an opportunity to hear from internationally renowned 
educationalist speakers from their respective countries, each country-led 
topic will be 30min duration (two countries/topics per seminar)
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Keynote Speaker: Professor Salim T. S. Al-Hassani
Professor Salim is currently Emeritus Professor of Mechanical 
Engineering and an Honorary Professorial Fellow at the School 
of Languages, University of Manchester. He is Editor in Chief of 
MuslimHeritage.com, and founder of 1001inventions.com. Professor 
Salim is leading a campaign for promoting the “Cultural Roots of 
Science” as a platform for community cohesion, world peace and 
prevention of extremism. This initiative is successful in promoting 
greater cohesion, respect and understanding between faiths and 
cultures. Its major value is not only in closing the gap between 
Muslims and non-Muslims in the UK and worldwide, but also in 
promoting the concept of scientific and technological innovation as a 
positive and constructive channel for the personal expression of belief, 
as an alternative to religious isolationalism and extremism and in 
facilitating greater understanding of the past positive role of Muslim 
women in society with particular emphasis on their participation in 
Science, Technology, Art and Culture.

Panelists
Mirza Yawar Baig, Leadership Coach, Yawar Baig Associates
Yawar is Chairman of Standard Bearers Trust, International Speaker, Author, 
Life Coach and Corporate Consultant. Yawar specializes in consulting 
with multi-national corporations. In 27 years of training and consulting 
Yawar has taught more than 200,000 managers, administrators, teachers 
and clergy across 3 continents. He combines Eastern values with Western 
systems to transcend cultural boundaries. Yawar speaks 5 languages and 
writes blogs, articles and books focusing on applying learning to create 
models of excellence.

Mufti Hamid, Principal of Tauheedul Islam Girls High School 
& Sixth Form College.
TIGHS was recently inspected (2014) and graded as outstanding in all 
areas for the third consecutive time; ‘Central to this outstanding school 
are exemplary leadership and management. The principal articulates this 
very cogently in word and deed. His outstanding leadership results in this 
commitment being shared and acted upon by other leaders, staff and the 
governing body.’ (OfSTED)

Mona Mohamed, Headteacher, Manchester Islamic High 
School for Girls
Mona has been Headteacher at Manchester Islamic High School for Girls 
for 18 years and shared Headship of KD Grammer School for Boys for 
seven of those years. Since becoming Headteacher of MIHSG in 1996, the 
school has a proven record of excellence achieving outstanding in its last 
OfSTED inspection (2011).

Seminar Presenters
Jakob Werdelin, CEO, Werdelin Structural Cooperative 
Learning
Jakob is a Danish Muslim educationalist with 12+ years’ experience in 
Denmark and the UK. As head of the English Department at the Muslim 
Sjællands school in Copenhagen, he developed a pioneering system 
of implementing successful student-centred learning and now resides 
in the UK as a consultant to institutions responding to the global 
paradigm shift towards collaborative and life-long learning, higher level 
thinking with a focus on identity formation for learners from ethnic and 
religious minority groups.

Maurice Irfan Coles, CEO, CoED Foundation
Maurice has worked in the public and private sectors for 45 years, he 
began his career as a teacher in London; and as a Staff Inspector in 
Birmingham he specialized in anti-racist education. Over eighteen years he 
held eight different portfolios and led two large support services. Maurice 
is a registered OfSTED inspector in all 3 education phases and he was the 
first CEO of the School Development Support Agency (SDSA). He has led on 
a number of collaborative projects including the internationally acclaimed 
Islam and Citizenship (ICE) Project, Curriculum Enrichment for the 
Common Era. Maurice has published extensively on School Improvement, 
Race Equality, Intercultural Education and CPD.

Dr. Karim Lahham, Senior Research Fellow, Tabah Foundation
Dr. Karim Lahham is Barrister-at-law of the Inner Temple, UK. Dr Lahham 
has been involved in extensive interfaith work internationally and has 
a long-standing intellectual engagement in cosmology, philosophy and 
theology from both within the Muslim and Christian traditions.

Mujadad Zaman PhD, University of Cambridge
Mujadad Zaman is a co-author with Dr Nadeem Memon, of a forthcoming 
volume on the Philosophy of Islamic Education (Routledge, 2015).

Ms Someera Butt, Headteacher, Al-Noor Primary School
Someera has 18 years teaching experience, including 10 years as 
Headteacher at Al-Noor Primary School where she presently serves. 
Al-Noor Primary has been the winner of the past three consecutive Islam 
Channel GPU Education Awards for most outstanding Muslim faith 
primary school in the south of Britain as well as winner of the AMS’ 
inaugural Citizenship and Community Cohesion Award.

Edris Khamissa, International Consultant in Education
Edris began his career as a teacher of English and he has gone on to 
become a head teacher of three schools, a lecturer in Didactics and 
Methodology at the International Peace University of South Africa(IPSA) 
and Chairman of the English Society of South Africa. Edris is a renowned 
motivational speaker who has tremendous faith in one’s capacity to make 
a change. He has recently spearheaded a drive to improve the art of public 
speaking to enable effective communication and articulation of ideas to 
take place across various settings.

Closing Remarks & Dua
Shaykh Ahmad Babikir
Originally from the Sudan, Shaykh Babikir arrived in Britain in 1977. Since 
his arrival he has been working hard to promote Islam spiritual message 
amongst the native British, starting his first programme at London Central 
Mosque, which some four decades later is still active. He participated in 
the development of the N. London Community Centre where he met His 
Royal Highness The Prince of Wales for the first time. Since then Shaykh 
Babikir has been involved in promoting the true message of Islam across 
the world in countries as far as S. Africa, USA, Nigeria, Indonesia, Morocco, 
and Holland amongst others. Shaykh Babikir participates in promoting 
British Islam through the Commonwealth and Foreign Office and until 
recently the Shaykh worked as Spiritual Director at Islamia Schools Centre, 
founded by Yusuf Islam in 1983 as the first Muslim school in the world.



IEC 2014 is also proud to have as key sponsors 
KSM Online, providers of the School Kompanion; 
cutting-edge school management software 
serving many UK Muslim Independent faith 
schools who use their system to help raise 
standards in their schools.

Location & Venue
In QEII, the IEC 2014 team has sought a high profile venue with easy transport links for an 
international and national audience. It is located in the very heart of Westminster, opposite the 
Houses of Parliament and Big Ben, The Queen Elizabeth II Conference Centre is ideally located to 
take advantage of everything London has to offer.

Sponsors
IEC 2014 is supported by our headline sponsor, 
the International Curricula Organization 
(ICO), one of the global leaders committed to 
developing excellent resources for the teaching 
of Arabic Language and Religious Studies 
focusing on the Islamic faith education sector.
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AMS-UK
5th Floor Equipoint House

Coventry Road, Birmingham B25 8AD
www.islamiceducationconference.org
info@islamiceducationconference.org


